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Reb Yakob Basner Biography

Yakob Basner was born in Riga, Latvia on December 8, 1927. He attended a Hebrew elementary school
and, ‘ollowing the Soviet Union’s occupation of Lativa in 1940, a Yiddish high school. The last
celchration at the Basner home was Yakob’s Bar-Mitzvah in December of 1940.

ne of the following ycar, Germany had attacked the Soviet Union and Riga fell }nndcr Nazi_
fc);ljx:alion within days.gl\zr. Basner ang his family were forced into a ghetto where his mother, sister and
7-year old twin brother were all murdered, along with 40 other members of his extended family. Having
survived 2 years in the Riga Ghetto, Mr. Basner spent the remainder of World War II bemg transponed
between 5 different concentration camps, including Kaiserwald, Stutthof, Buchenwald, Leitmeritz, and

Theresienstadt.

Finally, on May 9, 1945, Mr. Basner was liberated from Thcrcsienstz?dt whcrc; he .had_ been suffering from
epidemic typhus. After receiving medical treatment, he returned to l.ns home in Riga in the hopes of
finding his father, who Mr. Basner believed had been successfully liberated from the Stutthoff ;
concentration camp in the months prior to his own liberation, Tragically, Mr. Basner leamned his @hﬂ
was killed just one day before Stutthoff had been freed. At age 17, young Yakob was totally alone in the
world.

Determined to persevere and build a new life for himself, Mr. Basner found work in the leather cutting
trade and began taking linguistic classes in the evening. Several years later he married his wife, Doba, and
quickly started his own family ~ beginning with the births of his two daughters.

After a decade struggling to leave Latvia, the Basners finally reached California in 1980 and found a new
home in Long l}eaqh. A lover of Iaqguagc, Yakob has mastered English, Russian, Latvian, Hebrew and
German; but it is Yiddish that remains closest to his heart. He has made it his mission to connect new

generations of Jews to their past by teaching Yiddish language and Ji ek Do
Los Angeles for nearly threc decades, §iage and Mterature at the Worlanen's Circle in

g-t:a;na has lectured around the world, including Switzerland, Isracl, Latyia

8. A sought-after teacher, he has workeq at the University of i
Jewish Culture and Languages, as well as many other ¢ sy

, Germany and the United

. California Institute for
ommunity centers and teaching facilities.
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